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CONFIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 1040 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDIP, PEPR, IZ, SS, SP 

SUBJECT: IRAQI RELATIONS WITH SPAIN: THE HORN 

REF: (A) STATE 121120, (B) BAGHDAD 1029, (C) BAGHDAD 1039 
(ALL NOTAL). 

1 . REF C REPORTED IRAQI SATISFACTION WITH VISIT OF VICE 
PRESIDENT MA'ROUF TO MADRID, WHICH APPEARS TO ECHO SPANISH 
VIEWS ON THE SAME SUBJECT (MADRID 4824 NOTAL). 

2. SPANISH AMBASSADOR ULLRICH WHO WAS IN MADRID FOR THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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VISIT, IS AN EXPERT AND PRAGMATIC DIPLOMAT. IN CONVERSATION 
WITH ME MAY 15, HE WAS PRACTICALLY RHAPSODIC IN DESCRIBING 
CURRENT STATE OF RELATIONS BETWEEN HIS COUNTRY AND IRAQ. ON 
THE BASIS OF HIS DESCRIPTION, THE TWO COUNTRIES SEE 
EYE TO EYE ON EVERY ISSUE. 

3. SINCE SPAIN AND CUBA ALSO HAVE EXCELLENT RELATIONS, AND 
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SINCE MA'ROUF WENT FROM MADRID TO HAVANA, IT SEEMED 
APPROPRIATE TO ASK WHETHER SUBJECT OF CUBAN INVOLVEMENT IN 
AFRICA HAD COME UP DURING MADRID VISIT. ULLRICH WAFFLED 
SOMEWHAT ON THIS ONE BUT DID MAKE IT CLEAR THAT SPAIN IS 
APPREHENSIVE OVER POSSIBILITY THAT CUBANS COULD BECOME 
INVOLVED, VIA ALGERIA, IN POLISARIO EFFORTS. HE THEN WENT ON 
TO SAY THAT IRAQIS ARE INDEED AWARE OF A GROWING PROBLEM STEMMING 
FROM CUBAN ACTIVITIES THROUGHOUT AFRICA, AND PARTICULARLY 
IN THE HORN. HE SAID THAT IRAQIS HAD STATED THEY 
INTENDED TO RAISE ISSUE IN HAVANA. 

4. COMMENT: FOREGOING IS REPORTED AS FURTHER CONFIRMATION, 

IF ANY IS NEEDED, THAT IRAQIS ARE NOW INDEED ON THE RIGHT 
TRACK, AS STATED REF A. GOI IS CLEARLY BECOMING INCREASINGLY 
CONCERNED, AND MAY THEREFORE BE MORE AMENDABLE THAN USUAL 
TO EXPRESSIONS OF SIMILAR CONCERN, APPROPRIATELY LOW-KEYED, 

FROM OTHERS. 

PECK 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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